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The collective unconscious 1s a deeper stratum of the un-
conscious than the personal unconscious 1t 1s the unknown
materal from which our consciousness emerges We can deduce
its existence m part from observation of mstmctive behaviour—
mstimets bemng defined as impulses to action without conscious
motivation or more p smce there are many 1
motivated actrons which are entirely personal and scarcely ment
the term mstinctive—an mstinctive action 1s inhented and uncons
cious and occurs untformly and regularly  Instincts are gene
rally recogmzed but not so the fact that just as we are com
pelled to certain broad lines of action m specific circumstances
so also we apprehend and expenence hife 1n a way that has been
determimned by our history Jung does not mean to mmply by this
that expenience as such 1s inherrted but rather that the bram
1tself has been shaped and mfluenced by the remote expenences
of mankind But Although our inheritance consists in physto
logical paths 3t was nevertheless mental processes m our ances
tors that traced these paths If they come to consciousness agamn
1 the mdividual they can do so only mn the form of other
Ithough these can become

mental p and
conscious only through mdividual experience and consequently
appear as individual acquisitions they are nevertheless pre exs
tent traces which are merely filled out by the 1adiidual
experience Probably every 1mpressive experience 1s just such
a break through into an old previously unconscious river bed
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